The route to your roots 


J.R.D. TATA 


A reputed national airline, world-renowned scientific and medical 
institutions, an industrial empire catering to a nation’s needs 
from tea to trucks and from cosmetics to common salt — how did he 
achieve so much? With hard work, humility and value for tradition, 
but also with an overwhelming desire for progress. Moreover, 
his spirit of adventure soared higher than the planes he so 
skilfully piloted. 
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THE YEAR, 1839. THE PLACE, NAVSARI, THE CENTRE OF LEARNING, TRADITION AND FAITH FOR 
THE FOLLOWERS OF ZARATHUSHTRA, JAMGETI! NUSGERWANI! TATA WAS BORN IN A FAMILY OF 


a 


AS SOON AS HE CAME OF AGE. AT THE AGE OF 14, JAMSETJ/ CAME 70 BOMBAY, 
VJAMSET/ WAS ORDAINED A PRIEST. VOINED ELPHINSTONE COLLEGE AND GRADUATED 
AS A GREEN SCHOLAR ’, 


BY THE AGE OF 29, JAINSET!] BEGAN HIS TRADING| | HE O/B BELIEVE. SO WITHIN TWO YEARS, 17 WA: 
WITH A PRIVATE FIRM.HIS PIONEERING SPIRIT LED| | RUNNING VERY PROFITRBLY, (7 WAS TIME TO 
TO A CAREER IN TEXTILES. ca 


—____ (WHAT? AND MOVE FROM 
LET'S POOL OUR RESOUR\DO YOU REALLY OUR COTTON COMES \BOMBAY. THE COTTONOPOLIS| 
CES AND BUY THAT FROM NAGPUR.WHY } ° e 

OLD OIL MILL S 


jist DON'T WE START A 


(= 


A 


H 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AGER TOUSHER INDIA INTO THE AGE OF INDUSTRIAL: 
SSATION, JAMSETI CONCEIVED OF THE FIRST STEEL 

PLANT, THE FIRST HYDRO-ELECTRIC PROJECT AND 

a pu ee ae SCIENCE, IN 1887 HE SET UP 


TATA AND 
WE WILL BUILD A CITY OF STEEL WITH 


BUT JAMSETI WAS A MAN OF V/SION AND 

ENTERPRISE, ON JANUARY 1, 18775 (THE DAY. 

QUEEN VICTORIA WAS FORMALLY PROCLAIMED 
a EMPRESS OF INDIA) THE EMPRESS 
fey MILLS WERE INAUGURATED AT 


£0 WHEN 1N 1904, AT BAD NAUHEIM IN 
GERMANY, HE FELL SERIOUSLY (LL. AT HIS 
BEDSIDE WAS HIS COUSIN,RATRMM DADABHOY ORR. 


YOU AND MY SON, DORAB,MUST CONTINUE 
mY WORK, IF YOU CANNOT MAKE IT ) 
GREATER,AT 

LEAST 


SEVENTY ONE DAYS LATER, (N PRRIS WAS BORN 
TO RB AND HIS LOVELY FRENCH WIFE SOONI, 
& SECOND CHILD, A SON. 

JEHANGIR, THE 


PERSIAN WORD 


WIDE STREETS PLANTED WITH SHADY 
TREES, LAWNS AND GARDENS, TEMPLES, 
MOSQUES AND CHURCHES. 


VAMSETH DIED ON MAY 19,1904. R.2.WAS AT 
HIS BEDSIDE BUT AGREED TO WORK TO FULFIL 
THE WIGHES OF J.N.TATA. 


WHAT A MASSIVE) HE SAID WE MUST 
TASK WE HAVE / GO ON DOING HIS 
AHEAD! WORK. 


VEHANGIR DURING HIS CHILDHOOD 
REPT SHUTTLING BETWEEN MUMBAI AND 
PARIS WITH HIS FAMILY. 


JEHANGIR! YOU ARE 
BETTER AT FRENCH THAN 
AT ENGLISH, . 


J.R.D. TATA 


BESIDES THE LANGUAGE HURDLE, THE 
SYLLABUS BORED HIM. Wit SRLS ale 
TODAY WE SHALL ONE ON EARTH STUDY 
STUDY THE NORMAN // ENGLISH HISTORY 2 
RINGS WE SHOULD LEARN 
ABOUT INDIAL 


Sy 4 @ TIGHT SMACK FROM THE TEACHER WAS 
Nie 


WS; 


THE SC#H100L, JANSON DE SAILLY, AT PARIS SCHOOL DAYS WERE NOT ALL WORK AND NO 
WAS MUCH MORE EXCITING, PLAY FOR JEH. THERE WERE PRANKS AND PLENTY 


THE REWARD FOR CURIOSITY £ 


HURRY UPIBRING =i 
(MIMTN THE PEAS quick! fa 


STRAW HATS WERE IN FASHION. PEAS AND| Lo COME ON ] 
PELLETS DROPPING ON HATS OF PASGERS- - 3 JEH—DucK! / | 
BY MADE A DELIGHTFUL SOUND, ae ‘ 

Sy 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


mon DIEWnT’S ) Tales DNT| [qe TEACHER WAG CLEVER ENOUGH NOT TO 
pa) | soak UP IMMEDIATELY. INSTEAD HE WALKED ON, 
CROSSED THE ROAD AND WATCHED. 
Sar il ea 


et 


TERRIFIED, THE TWOSOME BOLTED INSIDE. 
SOON THERE WAS A BELL AT THE DOOR. 


mY SKIN 


a (DER, TUNG THE COM AUXIOUS PEDESTRIANS WOULD LOOK AROUND 


YEH HAD A BETTER IDEA. 
Win A Lowe THRERD HE WOULD LOWER IT FRANTICALLY FOR THEIR DROPPED CHANG 
cS 


J.R.D. TATA 
EVERY SUMMER THE FAMILY WENT TO THEIR HERE JEH FOUND A SPECIAL FRIEND WHOSE 
HOUSE AT THE BEACH RESORT OF HARDELOT FATHER WAG THE LEGENDARY LOLS BLERIOT, 
ON THE WEST COAST OF FRANCE, THE FIRST TO FLY ACROSS THE ENGLISH 
CHANNEL IN 1909. 


YES! BUT 40 

AND SYLLA MUST 

KEEP AN EYE ON 4OUR 
LITTLE SISTER, RODABEH 


THERE WAS GREAT EXCITEMENT ON THE 
SEACH WHEN A BLERIOT PLANE WAS SIGHTED 
sd ITS CHIEF PILOT, ADOLPHE PEGOUD,AT 
LOOK! HE's 


DIVING? 
es 


1N 1912, ARAB WAS BORN, WHEN THE FIRST 
WORLO WAR BROKE OUT tN 1214 THE THREE 
ELDER CHILDREN WERE HOLIDAYING WITH THEIR 
i CAN HAROLY WAIT To a GRANNY IN SWITZERLAND, THEIR MOTHER 
7) EI . 
UP AND. EA + CAME TO RECEIVE THEM ON THEIR RETURN 


AAAMA® WHY 1'M WORKING ASA 
i - VOLUNTEER AT THE 
Basa ae AMERICAN HOSPITAL 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE WAR WAS OW IN FRANCE, ALERTING 
PEOPLE OF THE AlR RAIDS, THE HIRE BRIGAPE 
RUSHED THROUGH THE TOWN. 


COME ON! DOWN 
‘TO THE CELLAR, 
HILDREN? 


OH MAMA! WRY COULDN'T 
YOU AND PAPA GET MARRIED 
SEVEN OR EIGHT YEARS 
EARLIER. THAN YOU DID! 


THE STRAIN OF WORKING AT THE HOSPITAL 
ANP LOOKING AFTER A FAMILY OF FIVE 
WAS TOO MUCH FOR SOON!, SHE CONTRACTEP 


VEHANGIR RUSHED UP 70 THE TERRACE 70 SEE 
THE FIRST ZEPPELIN SOARING (N THE AIR. 


TUBERCULOSIS, 
Bee: 1S IT SAFE 


WE MUST GO TO INDIA, TO SAIL? 
YOUR FATHER WANTS 


THERE 


OH! THEY ARE PROPPING 

BOMBS. BUT WE HAVE OUR 

ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUNS ON 
EIFFEL TOWER! 


= 


bree 


IF YOU ONLY SAW 

WHAT [DID AT THE 

HOSPITAL YOu'D WISH 
'\ THAT THE WAR WOULD 
\. BE OVER SOON. 


UD HAVE BEEN OLD \ 
ENOUGH TO BECOME A 
FIGHTER PILOT. NOW 

1 HOPE THE WAR 
LASTS LONG ENOUGH 
FOR ME TO ENLIST / 


SAY, 
& 


RISKING THE SUBMARINES IN THE SEA THEY | 
TRAVELLED FROM WARTIME FRANCE 70 INDIA, 
: 70 STAY AT THE TAL MAHAL 
| HOTEL, BUILT BY JAMSETII 


( DON'T WANT 
YOU TO STRAIN 
YOURSELF WITH 
HOUSEWORK, |} 
ESPECIALLY 

IN THIS 


You ARE SO 
CONSIDERATE. 


J.R.D. TATA 
NIGE LITTLE JIMMY WAS BORN. A YEAR 

LATER R.0. SENT HiS FAMILY TO LIVE IN 

YOKOHAMA, VAPAN, WHERE THEY TRAVELLED DO YOU THINK PLL 


EXTENSIVELY, EVER BE ABLE To TYPE 
YOU LOOK WONDERFUL 

1 FEEL MUCH AND HEALTHY? AND WE'RE, 2 AS FAST AS YOU? 

BETTER IN UUCKY TOFIND GOOD 


OFF AT COLOMBO, WEEKS CATES 
MARU WAS TORPEDOED AND DESTROYED, 


SOON! WAS AS ACCOMPLISHED AS SHE WAS 
SERUTIFUL, HER FRENCH COOKING WAS 
DELICIOUS, BUT SEH WAS DIFFICULT WITH FOOB. 
IN THE FRENCH LITERATURE RODABEH, EAT AG TEE HEE} para, 
COMPETITION, THE PRIZE IS GUICKLY SOWE | SEE HOW HE GLARES 
WON BY VEGYPTIEN. CAN WATCH JEH }\_AT HIS CELERY, 
- ~~ Ss / 


] ies ¢ 
} 
| 


THE TEACHER USED TO 
FOR SOME STRANGE REASON. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


eee er. SELDOM STRUCK HIS THE YEAR WAS 1922.R.0.WAS PLANNING TO 

CHILDREN. BUILD 9 BEAUTIFUL HOUSE FOR SOON/ IN _ 
BOMBAY, 

IS THIS THE WAY Y OH! CAN YOU MANAGE TO PICK 


You?LL BEHAVE IN LOOK! WHAT THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 
LAND? WONDERFUL DRAPES THINGS, MAMA, 
\'VE BOUGHT FOR 
M4 DREAM 


VEWANGIR WAS SENT To ENGLAND TO PREPARE 
FOR ENTRANCE EXAMS 70 THE CRMBRIOGE UNIVERSITY. 


RUSHED 70 BE WITH 
sj NO, FRENCHY, WE 
HIS CHILDREN. ARE GOING FoR 


— & 


AIS HEA / FRENCH ACCENT MADE HIM THE BUTT 
OF JOKES AMONG H/S CLAGSMATES . 


WVEHANGIR'S BOXING INSTRUCTOR A THOUGH THIN AS A REED, JEHANGIR'S PUNCH 
THOUGHT OF Hitt AS SOFT AND daricen r. WAS POWERFUL AND SENT THE INSTRUCTOR 


E ON, BOY! 
cone me 


J.R.D, TATA 
HIS FATHER PRESENTED HIM WITH THE VEWRNGIR'S PLANS FOR CAMBRIDGE WERE SCUTTLED 
CATEST FRENCH BIKE. BY A NEW FRENCH LAW, Add FRENCH BOYS OF 20 
THANKS FOR THE BIKE, DAD! HAD TO.JOIN THE ARMY FOR 
Leer oe PREM”) poo} [OHNE Ese 
: ? 

AND VERY LITTLE OF THE BIKE. He YOU CAN SERVE Rok ler koh 

] \ en | ONE YEAR. 


FE IN THE BRRRACKS WAS ROUGH AND 
PRIMITIVE, 


ONE DAY, JEHANGIRS CAPTAIN OISCOVERED THAT 
GOING HE WRS EDUCATED AND COULD TYPE, 
Ly To N 
NHE PUBLIC BATH. DON'T YOU VERY FROM TODAY, Yl : 
uy GREAT! | DON'T HAVE 
FELLOWS EVER HAVE A BATH? nee ee TO WAWEP AT 


AS MY FIVE-THIRTY TO 
SECRETARY. GROOM 


sf: 


: | 
AW NK | 
|] iil crm 


THE TYPING HE HAD CRSUALLY LEARNT HE QUITE LIKED THE ARMY AND WANTED TO 
EARLIER HELPED HIM TO GET A CLEAN ROOM | | EXTEND HIS STAY TO BE ABLE 70 ATTEND THE 
70 STAY AND SOME TIS 700. BEST RIDING SCHOOL AT SAUMUR, BUT R.D. 

2 CALLED HIM BACK HOME, 
THANKS FOR TYPING my WELL,IN ONE 
LEAVE APPLICATION. YEAR IN THE ARMY 
yeRs’s A FRANC FOR PVE FIRED FIVE 


P 

OH! WE'LL REMEMBER 
SORRY, FELLOWS, |'VE YOU WHENEVER WE 
TO GO BACK TO INDIA, : 


SHORTLY RFTER JEHANGIR LEFT, THE ENTIRE REGI-~ 


MENT WAS AMBUSHEP AND SLAUGHTERED WHILE 
FIGHTING A REBEL CHIEF IN MOROCCO. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BACK IN (NDIA IN 1925, JEHANGIR JOINER TATAS RD INTRODUCED JEHANGIR TO JOHN PETER- 
AS AN UNPAID RPPRENTICE, SON, DIRECTOR-IN-CHARGE OF TATA STEEL 
[ ONtGosR? | 4, 
HURRY, JEHANGIR, | 
PAPA 1S GETTING “i 


EIGHT-THIRTY 


JOHN, YOU KNOW MY SON, \a]| 
JEHANGIR. | WOULD LIKE 
YOU TO LOOK 


VAMSHEDPUR WAS THE FIRST PLANNED INDUSTRIAL TO! RELIGIOUSLY JEHANGIR READ THE BOOK 
SHIP CITY OF MODERN INDIA, THROUGH BHEER DETERMI- THE SHAPING OF STEEL' 70 FAMILIARISE HIMSEL 
NATION AND GRIT MEN OF STEEL HAD BUILT A CITY WITH DIFFERENT DEPARTMENTS AND 
OUT OF A JUNGLE, OCESSES. 
ei do you unow Row 
TATAS HAD TO SET UP 

‘A STEEL PLANT IN 

INDIA? 


J.R.D. TATA 


WHILE JEHANGIR WAS OBSERVING AND 


4EARNING AT JAMSHEDPUR, HE RECEIVED A 
TELEGRAM INFORMING Hith OF HIS 
FATHER'S DEATH iN FRANCE, 


1 WISH | HAD THE TIME 


TO KNOW HIM BETTER, } 


700 CATE TO REACH FRANCE FOR THE FUNERAL, 
VEHANGIR RETURNED. TO BOMBAY. 


R.B'S FINANCIAL SITUATION WAS BAD. 


VEHANGIR SOUGHT LEGAL ADVICE FROM DINSHAW| 
PA OF CRAWFORD BAILEY & CO, 


YEAR, DUE TO THE STEEL 
COMPANY'S FINANCIAL CRUNCH HE 
VOLUNTEERED YO FOREGO HIS 

SALARY FROM TATA SONS.SO HE! 


SO MUCH 
- P\HAD To BORROW A LOT OF. 
€ Ey MONEY. = 
y 


VRD PECIDED THAT THE FAMILY INCOME Aas 

WELL BS THE SHRRES OF TATA SONS WOULD 

SE DIVICED EQUALLY AMONG THE Five 
LORE; 


WILL You BE 
GOING To ENGLAND 
NOW,JEH > 


NOW. | THINK 
MY EDUCATION 
WILL REMAIN 
INCOMPLETE, 


AT 22,JEHANGIR FOUND HIMSELF THE HEA 
OF THE FAMILY, 


SULLA IS 24 RODABEH 19, 
DARAB 14 AND JIMMY IS 
ONLY TEN. ?M 


Fj WELFARE. WHAT AN 


AWESOME Task! 
Rania 


tii, 


VEHANGIR'S FIRST PRIORITY WAS SETTLING THE 
DEBTS. HE SOLD OFF ‘SUNITA, THE DREAM HOUSE 
IN BOMBAY, THE PROPERTY AT HARDELOT 


1N FRANCE AND IN PUNE, HE MOVED INTO A SUITE 
(N THE TAd, 


ACCORDING TO PAPA‘S WILL, 
YOU, JEH,GET RS 3,000 A 


VRD INHERITED WIS FATHER'§ POSITION AS A 
PERMANENT DIRECTOR OF TATA SONS, FROM HIS 
U7 DESK NEAR PETERSON, HE BEGAN WORK- 
ING OFFICIALLY ON A SALARY OF RS 750. 


WILL | BE ABLE To 

DO WHAT JAMSETIJI5 
DORABJ! AND PAPA 
Ay FOR THE 


SUDDENLY A GUST OF WIND FROM 
THE CEHING FAN BLEW 
SECRET PAPER OFF THE TABLE, 
RIGHT INTO IVER'S HANDS — 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WORKING WITH PETERSON TAUGHT HiM TO CLEAR 
PAPERS WITH SPEED AND CLARITY, IT ALSO 
INGRAINED (N Hilt A PASGION FOR PERFECTION, 


YOU MUST LEARN TO BUT | CAN‘T THINK IN 
DICTATE, OTHERWISE ENGLISH. HOW ont 
DICTATE? 


IT TAKES A LOT OF 
TIME. 


<1 


aaa rere Ly ms 


28 Wag) mee? 


ee 


te tak bolt. & the aig 
o fut & wa sa sui bj a tn brs 


ce rama be 


ti Asfpinue 


J.R.D. TATA 


WHAT IRD LOVED DOING BEST WAS RACING 
ROUND BOMBAY IN HIG BLUE BUGATTI WITH 
+S FRIENDS, 


—=A// pur iT 1S 120 mies 
1°LL REACH You \ away You LOVE 
TO POONA iN TWO) LIVING DANGEROUSLY, 
F=\ HOURS! HANG DON'T YOu? 
ON,ZAL# 


BUT THE POLICE DID NOT WANT TO MISS THE 
CANCE, JEHANGIR SET OUT TO FINO THE 
GEST CRIMINAL LAWYER — JACK VICAM, 

- 


i / 
i) 


Al 


THANKS 10 JACK VICA I, THE CASE AGAINST 
VEHANGIR WAS DISMISSED BUT HE CONTINUED 
70 VISIT VICAUS HOUSE TO SEE THELLY, 


COME I°LL SHOW YOU SHOULD DO A Por- 
YOu MY SKETCHES.\ TRAIT OF ME, THEN 1 CAN 


WATCH YOu FoR HOURS. 


THELLY HAD STUDIED AT THE. 


UNFORTUNATELY, THE BOMBAY POLICE TOOK A 
SPECIAL INTEREST IN THE CAR AND MANAGED 
70 FRAME JEHANGIR IN AN ACCIDENT. 
sz } 
—~ 


WHAT & BEAUTIFUL 
WOMAN! | WONDER 
WHO SHE IS! 


SHE RESPONDED TO JEHANGIR'S COURTSHIP. BUT 
THERE WAS HER 12-YERR-OLD COUSIN, BOBBY TG0, 
70 DEAL WITH. 


ER ,DON‘T You 
HAVE ANYWHERE 
TO GO, BOBBY? 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ON DECEM 1930, THELLY AND JEHANGIR WERE 
eee ano chose 70 GO TO ennense FOR THEIR 


le 
COLD. BUT 


ay WORTH ALICE TO 


ARDS Utiept WERE peas PROFITABLE FOR 
SOON HE BEGAN COLLECT- 


80884 AND 
ING HIS DUES AT THE VERY DOOR! 


ES, IT IS BEAUTIFUL! AS FOR THE COLD WE 


HAVE THE FIRE TO WARM US AND WE CAN 
NEWSPAPER ve ee QUR COATS 


FOR INSULAT 


aires rr eae RET 
THE POLICE FOR OVEI 
WHO THE HELL Do YOU THINK 
ROAD PORTER es ARE, KEEPING FIVE HUNDRED) 
PEOPLE WAITING IN THE COLD 


You 8 

AND ULL GIVE HIM A 
PIECE OF MY 

» MIND. 


THELLY FORGOT HER ROLL OF BLOCKING THE WAY 
AND THE GOVERNOR GOT AWAY! THIS WAS JRDS ONLY 
DIRECT INVOLVEMENT WITH THE BRITISH. THOUGH 
OPPOSED 70 FOREIGN RULE, IRD 0/D NOT ACTIVELY 
TAKE PART IN THE FREEDOM MOVEMENT. FOR THELLY 
JEH WAS THE CENTRE OF HER LIFE, 


) HAVE MADE THE MUTTON CUTLETS FOR JEH, THE RESPONSIBILITY OF HIS YOUNGER 
SMOOTH AS YOU LIKE THEM. DO OTHERS STILL WEIGHED ON H/M. 
SOME J 
alta peas EH, DARAB {S WE'LL HAVE To DRAG 


THANK YOU, MY HIM TO THE STATION 
DEAR ,YOU ALWAYS. SYLLA, AS 
THINK OF ME, 


LITTLE JIMMY WAS A STRAPPING TEENAGER WITH 
SLOND HRIR RAND AN ADVENTUROUS STREAK, 


WHAT? A ‘TATA 
HIVACKING A 


OQ MON PETIT FRERE® 
O MY LITTLE BROTHER! 
WHAT HAVE | DONE 
To You! 


(N1929 R FLYING CLUB WAS OPENED iN 
VYOINED AND LEARNT TO 


HS FLING LICENCE, ~~ 


TO CAJOLE HIS ELDER BROTHER, JIMMY ClETED 
THE THIN URO IN #1. 


"S ARMS AND BEGAN 70 ROCK 


VEHANGIR GAVE HIM SUCH A BLOW 
THAT MMMY FELL FLAT. 


AFTER A WHILE, 
HIS EVES, AND 
SCOLDING! 


JIMMY RECOVERED, OPENED 
VEHANGIR CONTINUED HIS 


ROW CAN you, \ 
A TATA BEHAVE 
THUS... 


HOW THRILLING IT IS To 
RECEIVE THIS BLUE AND GOLD 
CERTIFICATE. IT’S NUMBER 

ONE IN INDIA. 5 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ON (9TH NOVEMBER 1929 THERE WAS 


EXCITING NEWS IN THE LONDON TIMES. 


RASPY ENGINEER, AN 1 
ZAD STARTING FROM 


oop 
ENGLAND, 


URD TOOK OFF FROM KARACHI ON SRD MAY, 1930, 


AND VIA GWADAR, JASK, BASRA, AND GAZA — 
WHERE HEMET MANMOHAN SINGH — LANDED AT 


OH, THERE'S ANOTHER MOTH 
PARKED THERE. IT MUST BE 
ASPY ENGINEER, THE 
THIRD CONTESTANT, 


you _MusT 


HELLO? 
JEHANGIR TATA. I'M 
SOME 


WAITING FOR. 
SPARE PLUGS 
MY PLANE, 


yee 
LEND 4ou ff 
SOME, 


J.R.D. TATA 


IANKS\ HOW SPORTING OF 84 THE TIME JRD REACHED PARIS: ASPLHAD LANDED 
MOU. HERE,WOU MUST TAKE NY IN KARACHI. WHEN SRD RETURNED 70 NPIA AEP? WAS 
AT THE AIRPORT TO WELCOME HIM WITH A TROOP OF 


SCOUTS AND A 
MEDAL. HOW GALLANT OF 


you! i? 
TOUCHED t 


ra 


CATER WHEN RD LANDED AT NAPLES AIRPORT» 
IN ITALY , HE REALISED WITH A SHOCK 
THAT HE COULD NOT FLY OFF FROM THERE 
BEFORE 6-00 A.M. SINCE IT WAS A 
MILITARY AIRFIELD, 


BUT ELYING WAS NOT VUST AN ADVENTURE I7 WAG JOHN PETERSON WHO PERSUADED SIR PORAB, 
FOR URD WITH NEVILL VINTCENT OF THE ROYAL CHAIRMAN OF TATA SONG, TO CONSIDER JRD?5 
AUR FORCE» HE WAS PLANNING AHEAD. PROPOSAL TO START AN AIRLINE. 


HE IMPERIAL SERVICE Y WE SHOULD PROPOSE 

OF ENGLAND PLANS TO | To START A FLIGHT 

START A FLIGHT FROM | FROM KARACHI TO HMA! THE INITIAL 
LONPON TO BOMBAY. INVESTMENT [5 

b 200,000 RUPEES. 


BETWEEN 1929 AND THE ENP OF 193th THERE WaS| |@S SOOM AS GOVERNMENT APPROVAL WAS RECEIVED 
ENPLESS CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN VRP WENT TO ENGLAND TO PURCHAGE TWO PUSS 
TATAS AND THE G OVERNMENT FOR PERMISSION MOTHS. 

70 START AN AIRLINE. JRD WAS GETTING FED UP. HOW Do 4ou 3 i 2 A = ove 


PROPOSE TO TAKE 


UTHINK THE GOVERNMENT 1S TREATING US THEM ? 
SHABBILN. PLEASE FIND OUT IF THEY INTEND LIU 


TO SAY YES OR NO WITHIN 


THE NEXT ay 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BUT URD WAS SUFFERING FROM HIGH FEVER 
AND HAD TO RETURN BY SHIP, 


VRD AND THELLY FLEW TO NAPLES EN ROUTE TO 
NIDIA IN THE BRAND NEW PLANE» 


OH DEAR! YOUR 1T MUST BE ALL 
FOREHEAD |S THE EXCITEMENT ! 
$0 HOT! 


AT BOMBAY, THE “BAGGAGE WAG UNLOADED AND 
TRANSPORTEP BY BULLOCK CART TO 
VUHU MUD FLATS. ~ 


HERE’S THE 
AWMEDABAD MAIL. 


\ Ail 


E |] YOU NEED TO 00 15 
FOLD UP THE WINGS 
AND STRAP IT ON 
THE DECK. 


OW AN EXCITING MORNING ON OCTOBER 15,1952, 
UEHANGIR SOAREP JOYFULLY FROM KARACHI WITH 
THE FIRST PRECIOUS 

LOAD OF MAIL. 2 


AT 1-50 P.M. HE TOUCHED DOWN AT BOMBAY 
WHERE THE POSTMASTER OF BOMBAY HAD 
COME TO RECEIVE THE MAIL, ALSO PRESENT 
WERE THELLY AND NEVILL VINTCENT. 


J.R.D. TATA 


TATA AIRLINES MADE A PROFIT AND BEGAN 70 EXPAND 


SUT IT WAS TOUGH DURING THe MONSOONS. ONE NIGHT. 
URD MADE A FORCED LANDING AT BELLARY EN ROUTE 


TO BOMBAY-T oT R SOUL HERE! PLL AVE TO 
SLEEP UNDER THE WING TONIGHT, 


y, 


VIMMY WHO WAS AN EXCELLENT FLYER WAS 
KULLED (WA PLANE CRASH IN 1936 WHILE 
FLYING WITH HIS FRIEND, HIS DEATH WAG 


# BIG BLOW 70 URD, 


WHAT MADE THE DIRECTORS 
THAD SO MANY CHOOSE YOU AS CHAIR MAN OF 
PLANS FOR INDIA’S LARGEST INDUSTRIAL 
HIM. EMPIRE P 


THERE WAS NO AERODROME AT BOMBAYs NO 
WAVIGATION OR LANDING GEAR AND NO RADIO. 


YET, THE TATA AIR MAIL SERVICE WAS ALWAYS 
PUNCTUAL. 


IMPERIAL AIRWAYS OF BRITAIIS \ 
SO \MPRESSED WITH OUR 1007: 
PUNCTUALITY TRAT THEY FEEL THEY 
SHOULD SEND A TEAM HERE TO LEARN 
P FROM US! 


IN 19565 THE ALL UP EMPIRE MAIL SERVICE WAS 
CAUNCHED AND TATA AIRLINES MADE 4 LOT OF 
MONEY CAROYING MAIL sOCCASIONALLY A 
PASSENGER WAS ALLOWED. 


£45 CHAIRMAN OF 
THE AGE OF 34s IRD BECAME! 
OF TATA. : 


‘\V TT WAS INA MOMENT OF 
MENTAL ABERRATION 
1 THINK! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


IM 1942, URD ATTENDED THE QUIT INDIA SESSION WE WAS TORN BETWEEN HIS RESPONSIBILITY TO 
OF THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS IN BOMBAY. 7ATAS AND PARTICIPATION IN THE FREEDOM STRUGGLE. 
ROW CLOSE ARE MY ime NO, \CANNOT DESERT THE HEAVY 
RESPONSIBILITY ENTRUSTED TO 


FRIEND NEHRU?S, 
ME.1 MUST STAY OUT OF 


TROUGHTS TO MINE | 
PERHAPS | SHOULD JOIN 
THE FREEDOM STRUGGLE 


INVITING G.D. BIRLA SIR SHRI RAMs KAGTURBHA/ 
LALBHAI AND SIR PURSHOTTAMDAS THAKURDAS » 


HE FELT HE COULD DO MORE FOR 
i BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY. : 
HE SPERRHEADED THE BOMBAY PLAN 
A THINK LEADING MEN x, 
OF INDUSTRY 3 ANNOUNCED JN JANUARY $4. 
SHOULD MEET AND | Z THE TATA-BIRLA PLAN OR 
PLAN FOR THE BOMBAY PLAN SUGGESTS 
i t | A 10,000 CRORE 
IWVESTMENT IN POWER, 


FUTURE OF THE . 
COUNTRY. nis y 7 
MINING, ROADS 
S 4 a : RAILWAYS -» 


BY 19#¢7, THE AGE OF PASSENGER TPAVEL THE INAUGURAL FLIGHT FROM BOMBAY TO LONDON 
ARRIVED-IN INDIA, A JOINT VENTURE BETWEEN THE WAS 1N 1948 WITHHR ANP HRS JRD TATA AMONG 
GOVERNMENT AKO TATA=A(R INDIA INTERNATIONAL OTHERS ON BOARP.RODRBEH ANP SYLLA WATCHED 
3 HOW FAR OUR BROTHER 
INTERNATIONAL CARRIER. HAS PROGRESSED! 
- 


SS 


PETER THE EXHILARATING 
AIRLINE . 


J.R.D. TATA 


AT LONDON THE FIRST TO STEP OUT OF THE PLANE WAS JRD. 


SET YOUR WATCHES, 
BONS» WE ARE RIGHT 


——_— 
ON SCHEDULE! 
—— 


WE MUST HAVE SOMETHING 


UNIQUE TO OFFER 
OUR TRAVELLERS. 


PS 


THOUGH NOT A FULL- 


WHENEVER HE TRAVELLED ABOARD AIR INDIA, JRD 
MADE COPIOUS NOTES TO SUGGEST IMPROVEMENTS IN. 
SPRUE L SEATS SHOULD RECLINE HORE «..- 
BREAKFAST SHOULD BE SERVED 
{ PIPING HOT... PUT OVERHEAD LIGHT ON 
WHILE SERVING MEALS... 


ae 
: 


TIME CHAIRMAN » JRD WAS FULLY INVOLVED WITH IT. 


BY NOW THE DOMESTIC Al GCENE WAS A MESS, 
BECAUSE SEVERAL OTHER COMPANIES HAD 


ENTERED THE FRAY. 


TWO AIRLINE 
COMPANIES ARE 
LIQUIDATED 
ALREADY. 


STANDARDS ARE GOING 
FROM BAD TO woRSE 
AT THS RATE THE 
GOVERNMENT WILL TAKE 
OVER CONTROL. 


HOW CAN THEY MERGE 11 DOMESTIC 
AIRLINES WITH AIR INDIA INTERNATIONAL 
AND FORM A SINGLE CORPORATION. 
We? VE SET HIGH STANDARDS FOR FOOD, 
SERVICE AND PUNCTUALITU. FOR 
GOODNESS SAKE, KEEP THE TWO 
SEPARATE. 


ON DECEMBER 10» 1952 JRD CALLED THE HEADS 
OF 18 DEPARTMENTS OF TATA SONS LTD FOR 


THEIR ADVICE. [7 YOU SROULD AGREE BECAUSE 
TT WILL GIVE YOU A 
CHANCE TO COMPLETE 
YOUR TASK. 


WHILE GIVING AVIATION TO INDIA JRD WAS ALSO 
HEADING A HUGE INDUSTRIAL EMPIRE OF STEEL, 
LOCOMOTIVES, INSURANCE, CEMENT, OIL, SOAPS, 
TEXTILES, ELECTRIC POWER BUT AT THE VERY OUT- 
SET HE WAS CLEAR__ 


1 AM GIVING UP THE 
CHAIRMANSHIP OF SOME 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


800i THE GOVERNMENT DECIDED TO MERGE ALL AIRLINES INTO 
B SINGLE CARRIER. JRP OPPOSED THE IDEA — 


IN 1/983, THE GOVERNMENT OF 
INDIA WANTED 70 FORM A SINGLE 
COMPANY AND OFFERED THE 
CHAIRMANSHIP TO JKP TATA. 

MR. TATA WANTED THE DOMESTIC 
AIRLINES TO BE SEPARATED 
FROM AIR INDIA AND ACCEPTED 
THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF ONLY 

AIR INDIA INTERNATIONAL, 


VRD AGREED BECAUSE HIS IDEAL WAS JAMSETH! 
TATA AND HE TRIED HARD TO EMULATE HIM. 


WE MUST NOT THINK WHICH 

ENTERPRISE 16 MOST 

PROFITABLE BUT WHAT 
THE NATION NEEDS. 


ONE POINT THAT NAGGED JRD°?S MIND 
CONSTANTLY WAS HIS LACK OF FORMAL 
EDUCATION: 
SULLA, IF ONLY OUR 
FATHER HAD ALLOWED ME 
TO GOTO ENGLAND TOBE 
AN ENGINEER... | ALWAUS 
FEEL INFERIOR TO MY 


J.R.D. TATA 


You GIVE MES» ILIKE PEOPLE 
SO MUCH AND TRUST THEM 
FREEDOM TO UNLESS THEY PROVE 

YOUR PEOPLE. TO BE UNFIT. 


SirARDERSHIR = Mr SUMANT Mr NAVAL 
DALAL 


MATTHAI MOOLGAOKAR H.TATA 


DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR, TATRS WERE MAKING BULLET= PROOF VESTS AND RIVETS FOR WAR 
VEHICLES WHICH WERE CALLED*TATANAGARS 


THE 6TH ARMY IN THE WESTERN DESERT 

THAT A756 NM. SHELL COULD NOT BURST 

THROUGH ATATANAGAR AND ALL 
OCCUPANTS WERE UNINJURED. 


FOR THE CONSIDERABLE SUPPORT OF TATAS IN THE 
WAR EFFORT,JRD WAG OFFERED A KNIGHTHOOD BUT 
HE DECLINED. HE ACCEPTED AN INVITATION TO Wie Row gave Fee 
OF THE SCOPE NEED ALD COMPLEXITIES 
ViSIT EUROPE AND AMERICA IN MAY 1945 WITH 
ES DETOIRG WE ee OF MODERN INDUSTRIES AND THE NEED 
S. FOR MASSIVE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 


THIS 16 ANEXCELLENT AND EDUCATION. 
OPPORTUNITY TO 

STUDY INDUSTRIAL 

DEVELOPMENT 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WUST A FEW MONTHS BEFORE THE TRIP JRD HAD 
WWITIATED GETTING UP OF THE TATA INSTITUTE OF 
FUNDAMENTAL RESEARCH. [ 


ea (im 
Be abd i ani 0) CS 


raft 


ce mee ALSO THE YEAR THAT TATA LAUNCHED 
CO TATA LOCOMOTIVE AND ENGINEER 
COMPANY. aS 


WE MAKE 100 
LOCOMOTIVES A YERR 
WITH 9B). INDIGENOUS 


NW/eur your ony 
CUSTONER 
1S THE 
RAILWAUS 


REALISING THE LIMITATION OF SUCH AN 
ARRANGEMENT, TATAS WENT INTO COLLABORATION 
WITH DRIMLER BENZ AND TATA TRUCKS BEGAN 


THE FIRST VEHICLE WAS MANUFAGTURED FROM A 
COMPLETELY KNOCKED-DOWN- TO ~ PACK OF DAIMLER 


BENZ PARTS. TATAS THEN SET UP A FORGE» AND 
FOUNDRY SHOPS ,TO MANUFACTURE ONE BY ONE 
THE PARTS (NPIGENOUSLY, 


TO ROLL OUT OF TELCO, 


COMMERCIAL VEHICLES OM INDIAN ROADS ARE MADE BY 
TELCO WRICH MANUFACTURES 99.87. OF THE PARTS - 


INTHE MID-60S A SECOND UNIT OF TELCO WAS SET 
UPAT PUNE.TO BEGIN WITH THOUSANDS OF TREES 
WERE PLANTED AT WORKS AND AN 

ARTIFICIAL LAKE WAS CREATED. 


MOOLGAOKAR, \ WE AT TATAS ARE NOT JUST PROUD 

WHY DO YOU HAVE | OF MANUFACTURING TRUCKS OR 

TODO ALLTHIS | PRODUCING STEEL, WE ARE 

TO PRODUCE EQUALLY PROUD OF OUR CONCERN 
TRUCKS P FOR SOCIETY. 


# NOW TATA MOTORS 


BY GIVING HIS TOP DIRECTORS FREEDOM TO 
GROW AND NURTURE THEIR COMPANIES; JRP WAS 
ENCOURAGING THEM TO BUILD AN EDIFICE FOR 


Ha, WE MUST GET ON WITH EACH. 
INDIVIDUAL ACCORDING TO HIS 
CHARACTERISTICS EVEN IF IT MEANS 
SUPRESSING YOURSELF. 10 BE R 
LEADER, YOU HAVE TO LEAD HUMAN 

BEINGS WITH AFFECTION. 


J.R.D. TATA 


AT CHUNDAVURRAT, IN MUNNAR DISTRICT OF KERALA 2 
1S THE LARGEST TEA FACTORY. IN THE ERNARULAM 
NATIONAL PARK, THE RARE SPECIES OF IBEX-NILGIRIG, 
ARE ZEALOUSLY GUARPED BY TATA EMPLOYEES. 


THE POPULATION W/ GOOD! IT 1S TRE TATA 
OFIBEXHAS GONE | TRADITION TO LOOK 
UP BY 25 PERCENT, AFTER THE 


WHAT DO TRUCKS AND TEA HAVE IN COMMON? 
TATA? THE LARGEST TER COMPRIY IN THE 


{8 TATA TEA WITH Sl ESTATES AND 
$7,000 WORKERS, 


IT WAS ALGO THE TATA TRAPITION TO Look 
BEYOND BUSINESS TOHUMAN WELFARE. 


WHU DO WE NEED A SPECIAL DEPARTMENT TO 
LOOK AFTER OUR EMPLOYEES? WELFARE P 


EVERY ORGANISED INDUSTRY SHOULD 
IDENTIFY THE PROBLEMS OF 
THE PEOPLE IN THE COMMUNITY AND 
TRY TO SOLVE THEM. 


305000 MACHINES WOULDN?T WE RAVE 
SPECIAL STAFF TO LOOK AFTER THEI] 
YES, WE DO NEED A PERSONNEL 

DEPARTMENT AT TATA‘S. 


[e 


WAU 


WHENEVER THERE (S & NATIONAL DIGASTER 
TATAS BRE AT HAND WITH HELP. WHEN 
CHOTANAGPUR (BIKAR) WAS STRUCK BY A 
SMALLPOX EPIDEMIC IN 197e — 


WITHIN 72 ROURS WE NEED TO HAVE 50 
DOCTORS ;200 PARA MEDICAL STAFF AND 
900 VACCINATORS. 


TOGETHER WITH THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION ’ 
TATA TEAMS WORKED ROUND THE CLOCK, 


WHO HAS NOW DECLARED THE AREA UNDER CONTROL. 
BUT THEY WANT TO TACKLE SMALLPOX IN TRE 
ENTIRE DIVISION. IT WILL COST 43 LAKHS MORE. 


MN JUNE*725 INDIR WRG DECLARED AN AREA FROM 
WHICH SMALL POX WAS ERADICATED, 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


OCTOBER 15,1962 WAS AN EXCITING DAY FOR JRD. HE WAS TO 
RE-ENAGCT THE INAUGURAL FLIGHT FROM KARACHI TO BOMBAY. 


WAY DID URD UNDERTAKE THE JOURNEY ? HE 
SPOKE TO AIR INDIA EMPLOYEES AFTER THE 


ALMOST FEXCEPT 
THAT PM USING A 
LEOPARD MOTH 
SINCE A PUSS 
OTH WAS NOT 


18 EVERUTHING 
EXACTU AS IT 
WAS 30 HEARS 


VRPPS EXPERTISE IN AVIATION WAS SOUGHT BY THE 
GOVERNMENT FOR A REPORT ON INDIA’S RWATION 
WEEDS AFTER THE CHINESE INVASION OF 1962. 


WHILE HE FLEW HIGH, JRD?G FEET WERE FIRMLY 
PLANTED IN THE REALITY OF THE COUNTRY ?S 


CONDITK ‘. 
oN (BELIEVE BUT, JEH , OUR 
/ POPULATION (1S THE ROOT POPULATION IS 
CAUSE OF OUR OUR STRENGTH, 


\TWAS NOT FOR SENTIMENTAL \ 
REASONS ALONE. | HOPE THAT YOU,WHO |” 
WORK FOR A GREAT AIRLINE TODAY, CAN 
APPRECIATE ITS SMALLEST BEGINNING 
~| SUSTAINED BY LOVE, SWEAT 

AND DEVOTION. 


YOUR ELEVATION TO THE RANK 
WILL BE APPRECIATED BY ALL 
ENTHUSIASTS OF AVIATION . 


AIR MARSHAL 
ARJAN SINGH «| 


UNDETERREDs JRD BEGAN PROPAGATING THE — 
MESSAGE ON HIS OWN, FROM EVERY PLATFORM, ATA 
MEETING OF TATA SHAREHOLDERS — 


THERE HAS BEEN 
EXTRAORDINARY RELUCTANCE 
TO CONSIDER THE POPULATION 

PROBLEM. MEETING THE 
NEED FOR SHELTHER, CLOTHING, 
EVUCATION AND HEALTH 
WILL BE A PRODIGIOUS TASK. 


J.R.D. TATA 
HE HELPED SET UP THE FAMILY PLANNING FOLINDATION OF INDIA, 
1 / WE MUST PROPAGATE 
| i FAMILY PLANNING 


THROUGH TV. AND 
BY EDUCATING 


I THE FIFTY YEARS THAT JRD Was AT | 
THE HELM, THE HOUSE OF TATA GREW 
INTO A MAMMOTH INDUSTRIAL EMPIRE. 


IT SHOULD CARRY OUT YRD USED TO SPEND VERY LONG 


RESEARCH, EDUCATION AS WELL 


CALLS. 


AT THE OFFICE, 
AS TREATMENT OF CANCER. 
c ly ; NO, NOL HAVE 
f . NO TIME FOR 
F : PERSONAL 
Sarees 


ss Lit 


TOPRY THIS INSTITUTION SPERRHEADS THE ATTAGI 
OW CANCER IN INDIA. 


BUT THE HEAD OF THIS EMPIRE CHOSE TO LWE WA ONCE THE HOUSE WAS FULL OF LIFE. AFTER HIG WIFE 
RENTED HOME. THELLY HAD A STROKE, THE ENTERTAINING 


= NO» TODAY PLL 
tS TIME FOR STAY ROME AND 
YOUR GOLF, JEH. READ 4OU 
STORIES BY 
0, HENRY. 


AMAR CHIT! 
URD?S OWN SMALL ROOM POUBLED UP AS HIS 
STUDY AND BEDROOM. 

LE LF swt THIS ROOM TOO SMALL 

FOR A PERSON LIKE YOU? 


NO, | PREFER A 
COMPACT ROOM WHERE 
EVERUTHING [5 ACCESSIBLE. 


J § 


HE WAS EXECUTING AH ORDER FROM 814 YERR-OLD 


APPRECIATION CAME IN OTHER FOR! 


SON OF AV AMERICAN FRIEND-WHEN (T WAS DONE — 


RA KATHA. 


Ws FAVOURITE SPOT AT HOME, HOWEVER, WAS HIS 


WORKSHOP, WITH NEATLY ARRANGED SHELVES» 


1 MUST FINISH 


THE NOSEWHEEL |} 


JOB TODAY. 


UNCLE JEH, THE 
WHEEL LOOKS 
NICE ON THE 
AEROPLANE. 
THANK YOU FOR 
PUTTING SPRINGS 
I THE WHEEL. 1 
THINK YOU ARE 
VERY CLEVER TO 
MAKE IT 


: BHARAT RATNA — 1992 


J.R.D. TATA 


AND FROM RBRORD — 


ANDER OF THE 
eo LEGION OF 
HONOUR, 1983 


TONY JANNUS 
AWARD, 1979 


BESSEMER MEDAL OF 
THE INSTITUTE OF 
METALS, LONDON, 1936 


DANIEL 
GUGGENHEM 
MEDAL 
AWARD, 1988, 


UN POPULATION | 
AWARD, 1992 


2000 EMPLOYEES OF TATA COM 
‘RATM 


THE BHARAT 


PANIES GAVE HIM A ROUSING RECEPTION TO CELEBRATE JRO RECEIVING 


_/ VMGRATEFUL FOR THE Love 
AND AFFECTION. THE ONE THING 
THAT HAS MADE LIFE WORTHWHILE 

\S ‘THE FEELING OF BEING 
ESTEEMED. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
ADVANCING YEARS DID HOT DAMPEN HIS ZEST FOR AOVENTURE . 


T CANT BELIEVE IT'S WHY NOT ? 
POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO }| | STARTED WHEN 
A SKI AT THE AGE TWAS 41. 


IMAGINE WE WILL BE 
ABLE TO TRAVEL FROM 
LONDON TO NEW YORK IN 
AN HOUR AND A HALF E 


1ONLY HOPE (WILL BE 

SPARED LONG ENOUGH 

TO SEE THAT WE ARE 
ON THE MARCH. 


J.R.D. TATA 


WHAT DO YoU mes MosT\ 
AT THIS AGE? 


~L£Al\ 


AS AREGULT OF A KIDNEY INFECTION HE WAS ADMITTED TO A WORSING HOME. 


ia 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WW THE GILENCE OF THE WINTRY DAWN OF NOVEMBER 29, 1993, DERTH STOLE STEALTHILY OVA 
SLEEPING IRD. Z 


SAL AA 


THE QuieT CONQUEROR 15 NO MORE BUT HE WILL CONTINUE 70 INSPIRE 
IE WITH HIS SIMPLE LIFE AND GPECTACULAR ACHIEVEMENTS. 


